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Chapter One- Introduction

A Long Rang@&ransportationPlan for
SiouxlandRegional Transportation Planning Association



l. Overview

The 2035 Siouxland Regional Transportation Planning Association (SRTPA) Long
Range Transportation Plan is an update to the 2015 Long Range Transportation Plan.
This plan continues the 3C process {@erative, Continuing and Comprehensivgtt

has been the hallmark of transportation planning for 50 years. The Long Range
Transportation Plan is a tool for developing safe and efficient transportation
improvements for the SRTPA region through the year 2035. These improvements
encompass all modeof transportation including transit, bicycle and pedestrian travel in
addition to street and highway. In accordance with the 2005 Safe, Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEW), this plan
addresses thdeficiencies of the existing transportation system in the SRTPA planning
area, analyzes the projected demand on that system, and identifies projects and policies to

both preserve and enhance mobility.

The 2035 SRTPA Long Range Transportation Plan isnizgd into the following

sections:

¢ Introduction - outlines the planning area, the SRTPA organization, purpose of

the plan, and the process used for developing the plan.

¢ Plan Goals and Objectives identifies the long range transportation goals and

objectves which have been agreed upon by the local stakeholders.

e Regional Background and Trendsi gives a brief description of the socio

economic characteristics within the planning boundary.

e Existing Regional Transportation System Strengths and Weaknesses
describes the multimodal transportatisgstem within the planning area. In
addition, this section outlines the existing strengths and weakness of the current

system.

e Planning and the Environment i describes the environmental issues that
SRTPA faces andiges a synopsis of environmental mitigation activities that the

region can become involved in not relating to any specific project.
-1



Future Regional Transportation Opportunities, Threats, Solutions, &
Alternatives i considers how the transportation systeitt serve the region in

the next twenty years given key trends in population, the economy, traffic and the
condition of the system. This section also outlines the transportation
opportunities in the future, identifies the negative possibilities in thareu
identifies possible solutions to mitigate these issues, and discusses the alternatives

identified by stakeholders.

Implementing the Action Plan (Years 1i 5) - gives a detailed listing of projects

by transportation mode, that are being proposedh®mregion in the near future
and identifies the funding sources needed to support the first five years of the
plan.

Long-Range Plan (Years 6 20) i gives a sketch plan for the lomgnge
transportation system of the region. Major needs for new fasjlitapacity,
rehabilitation, replacement, and preservation will be included. A brief discussion
on the feasibility of funding for the loagnge portion of the plan will also be

included.

Public Involvement Program and Results- describes the public inweément
process used to develop the Long Range Transportation Plan. This section also
includes any public comments received during the development of the plan.

Future Regional Transportation Planning Activitiesi describes how the Long
Range Transportatio Plan will be maintained and updated in the future. In
addition, this section will identify possible studies and plans that might be

undertaken to help implement the regional transportation plan.



Map I.1: Regional Area Overview



